CJ flash

Research findings from
the Criminal Justice
Clearinghouse

A Look Back: Public Safety
in the San Diego Region

VOLUME 20 ISSUE 12

With 2018 drawing to a close, this last CJ Flash of the calendar year looks
back at public safety in the region, highlighting 12 statistics from previous
Clearinghouse products. The staff of SANDAG wishes everyone a safe
holiday season and a happy New Year.
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The average age of first use of alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana by
youth interviewed at Juvenile Hall as part of the Substance Abuse
Monitoring (SAM) study was 12 in 2017
The 1.29 sworn officers per 1,000 population
in FY 2016–17 was 11 percent lower than it was
ten years earlier, when it was 1.45
Of every $10 of property stolen in the region
in 2017, $3 was recovered
Adult arrests for property-related offenses dropped 9 percent
from 2016 to 2017, the only arrest category to decrease
The number of robberies reported in the region in 2017
increased 8 percent—the largest one-year increase of the
eight crime categories tracked

7 in 10 (70%) adult arrestees interviewed as part

of SAM report ever being homeless

More than 6 in 10 (67%) female victims of homicide
in 2017 were killed by a family member or intimate partner
Just over 5 in 10 homicides (53%) in 2017 involved the use
of a firearm, lower than the 73 percent reported nationally

4 in every 10 (41%) adult arrests in 2017 was for an

alcohol/drug-related offense, compared to 51 percent in 2008
Around 3 in every 4 (77%) adult arrestees interviewed
as part of SAM were positive for an illicit substance
at the time of their arrest in 2017
Almost 1 in every 2 burglaries (49%) in 2017
involved no forced entry
The number 1 drug of choice for adult arrestees in the San Diego
region is meth, with 55 percent of adult males and 58 percent of
adult females positive, the highest percent positive rate since 2000
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